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Dry Bulk Shipping Dry bulk shipping is also known as general cargo, ore, and aggregate handling.
Ships that trade dry cargo are termed dry bulk carriers. Dry bulk cargo is one of the most important
commercial transport routes of the world, with fully laden vessels continually sailing the oceans of
the world, and markets, and ports waiting to take their wares. For many, a voyage on a dry bulk
vessel is the trip of a lifetime, with little sight of land (except, of course, for the occasional port call).
Dry bulk cargo comes in many shapes and sizes, from bulk chemicals and raw materials, such as
coal, iron ore and grain, to manufactured goods such as cement, and steel. The term dry bulk refers
to a type of cargo that does not require refrigeration or any degree of humidity in its loading or
unloading. Many of the materials handled are in a powder or granular state, and require no
manipulation other than being loaded and discharged from the vessel. Bulk carriers and their rates
will be discussed further on. Types of bulk carrier The basic categories of bulk transport vessels are
dry bulk carriers, containerized freight carriers, and liquid bulk carriers. Dry bulk carriers are fully
laden and self-sufficient. They are the heavy lifters of the shipping industry. Dry bulk carriers such
as the product classification of "cargo" can be defined as a vessel that is fully loaded with bulk
products that require little or no refrigeration and which are transported to the customer's
destination usually in the same container in which they arrived at the terminal. Dry bulk carriers are
divided into two categories: 1. Open top - cargo containers that are piled on top of one another. 2.
Open topped - cargo containers, that ride on top of the deck. On many of these vessels the top of the
containers are opened to allow the cargo to be discharged from the container. The typical container
used by these vessels is known as a double ended container or 'DECK' container, with the
dimensions being 20' high by 8'9" wide by 8'9" deep. Other types of bulk carriers that are almost
exclusively used to transport dry bulk cargoes are roll on/roll off vessels or Ro/Ro carriers, with the
normal container size being of 10' to 13' high. These vessels are designed to unload cargo either
from the bottom of the vessel or into a shore-based container. The two main
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